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Mrs. Switzer's Kindergarten class in 
the Little Cypress-Mauriceville School 

District in Houston, Texas. 
	  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Hurricane Connects Students 1,000-Miles Apart  

	  
Iva Switzer lost everything in her Houston, Texas Kindergarten classroom the week before school started 
due to Hurricane Harvey. To help, Madeira Elementary School (MES) staff and families adopted Iva’s 
class, providing a backpack for each student filled with books and classroom materials. 
 

After the hurricane, MES Counselor Emily Nutley was put in touch with the flood-damaged Little Cypress-
Mauriceville Schools through the National School Counseling Association. “I told them that Madeira 
Elementary would gladly take a classroom,” Mrs. Nutley explained. “About a week later, I was given the 
teacher's information and we started emailing back and forth about what she needed for her classroom 
and students. Iva gave me a copy of her students' supply list and books that she had lost that needed to 
be replaced.” Emily presented the information at a Madeira Elementary School staff meeting, and to the 
school’s Parent Teacher Organization (PTO, and a letter was sent home to all students’ families. Twenty 
boxes of school supplies, backpacks, books and classroom items that were donated were sent to Iva in 
Houston, as well as letters written by Madeira third graders. Gift cards were included that Iva used to buy 
bookshelves. The MES PTO helped cover the cost of shipping the items to Texas.  
 
After the school year for the Texas students finally started October 30, Iva sent MES thank you letters 
from her students. Students at Madeira Elementary School plan to keep communicating with the students 
in Texas to see how their new friends, and their school, are doing. 
 
	  

 


